Determination of Italian Citizenship
(jure sanguinis)
If you were born in the United States, you may be eligible for Italian citizenship if any of the following situations pertain to you:

A.  Your father was an Italian citizen at the time of your birth* and you have never renounced your Italian citizenship.  The following documentation is required (original and one copy of all documents):
1. your father's birth certificate;

2. your parents' marriage certificate;

3. your father's current Italian passport and alien registration card;

4. your father's naturalization certificate or a letter from the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service evidencing that he was naturalized AFTER your birth.
*If your father was naturalized before your birth, you are not entitled to Italian citizenship.

B.  You were born after January 10, 1948, you have never renounced your Italian citizenship, and your mother was an Italian citizen at the time of your birth.*  The following documentation is required:

1. your mother's birth certificate;

2. your parent's marriage certificate;

3. your mother's current Italian passport and alien registration card;

4. your mother's naturalization certificate or a letter from the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service evidencing that she was naturalized AFTER your birth.

* If your mother was naturalized before your birth, you are not entitled to Italian citizenship.

C.  Your father was born in the U.S. and your paternal grandfather was an Italian citizen at the time of your father's birth* and neither you nor your father ever renounced Italian citizenship.  The following documentation is required:

1. birth certificate of your paternal grandfather and your father;

2. marriage certificates of your grandparents and parents;

3. your paternal grandfather's naturalization certificate or a letter from the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service.
    For obtaining a Certificate of Nonexistence of records of a person that immigrated after 1892 and naturalized after September 27, 1906 please write to:
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

Att. Records Operations Branch

1200 First Street NE
WASHINGTON, DC 20529 – 3304
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* If your paternal grandfather was naturalized before your father's birth, you and your father are not entitled to Italian citizenship.

D.  You were born after January 10, 1948, your mother was born in the U.S. and your maternal grandfather was an Italian citizen at the time of your mother's birth * and neither you nor your mother ever renounced Italian citizenship.  The following documentation is required:

1. birth certificates of your maternal grandfather and your mother;

2. marriage certificates of your grandparents and of your parents;

3. your maternal grandfather’s naturalization certificate or a letter from the U.S (see the above address) evidencing that he was naturalized AFTER your mother’s birth.

* If your maternal grandfather was naturalized before your mother’s birth, you and your mother are not entitled to Italian citizenship.

U.S – issued  vital  records (birth, marriage, and divorce certificates) that are to be recorded in Italy must be in long form and bear the registrar’s raised, embossed, impressed or multicolored seal and the date the certificate was filed with the registrar’s office.

Each document must also have affixed an APOSTILLE   and you must translated in Italian only the certificates regarding the  applicant.

 Please be advised that documents will not be accepted if there are inconsistencies in either the names or the dates reported.

This office does not furnish translation and interpreter services. Therefore, translations of vital records, divorce decrees and other documents to be presented in Italy, must be completed by a qualified translator. 

All the above certificates, if  issued in other States,  must be presented to this office, duly certified by the Consulate in the jurisdiction where the certificates were issued.

For further  information on vital records and  to obtain the addresses to our Consular offices, please visit our web page: www.consdetroit@esteri.it.

This Office  has jurisdiction for the following States:

MICHIGAN, OHIO, KENTUCKY, INDIANA AND TENNESSEE.
LEGALIZATION BY MEANS OF “APOSTILLE”

Italy, along with the United States of America and other Countries is a part to the 1961 Hague Convention abolishing requirement of legalization of consular acknowledgment for foreign public documents originated in one signatory country and intended for use in another signatory country. When a public document is to be produced in a foreign State (Country) party to the above mentioned Convention, the only formality is required in order to certify the authenticity of the signature and the genuineness of the seal or stamp which it bears, is the attachment of a special certificate called an “Apostille”.

The “Apostille” is attached by the Office of the “Secretary of State” of the State in which the document was issued and/or notarized. The fee for this procedure may vary from one State to another. Therefore you must inquire directly with the appropriate Secretary of States’ s Office.

When requesting the “Apostille”, you must specify the Country in which the document is going to be used. You may obtain the “Apostille” in person or you may forward the original documents to be “legalized” to the Secretary of State, along with your written request for the “Apostille”, including the correct fee and a self addressed stamped return envelope. It is suggested that you check with the Secretary of State regarding the form of payment. In most cases a money order or personal check made out to the “Secretary of State of....” is acceptable.

THE “APOSTILLE APPLIES TO PUBLIC DOCUMENTS SUCH AS:

· Certified copies of birth, marriage and death, certificates issued by a local County Clerk Office;

· Certified documents issued by an authority or an official of the courts or tribunals of the State; 

· Official administrative documents;

· Notary acts, affidavits/declarations signed by persons in an official capacity;

· Authentication of a signature by a legally commissioned Notary Public.

PLEASE NOTE: Vital statistics certificates (birth, marriage, death, etc.) that occurred in the United States of America in relation to Italian citizens must be registered at the City Halls in Italy. The registration will be processed by the Consular Offices. In order to do so the certificates must be submitted to the Consular Office that has jurisdiction over the State in which the events occurred, in certified copies issued by the competent County Clerk Office and legalized with the “Apostille”. Simple photocopies or certified copies issued by the local registrar are not valid for registration in Italy
To schedule an appointment pleasecontact.
cittadinanza.detroit@esteri.it.

